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Subject: Flash Message - Milne Point Tract 14 Production Line Spill (North Slope, Alaska) – Update #1
Date: Saturday, February 28, 2015 6:12:34 PM
Importance: High

Flash Message - Milne Point Tract 14 Production Line Spill (North Slope, Alaska) – Update
 #1
Early this morning on 28 February 2015, Hilcorp reported that there was a crude oil leak from
 the Tract 14 Production Line at Milne Point in North Slope, Alaska. The current volume and
 affected surface area coverage is unknown at this time. The line was immediately shut in
 when the leak was noticed. There are 13 responders on site along with equipment to recover
 the oil with an additional 17 more responders coming from other production areas to provide
 assistance. An incident management team is being stood up at Milne Point to manage and
 oversee the response and cleanup activities. Blizzard conditions are in effect with high winds
 on the North Slope. Given the blizzard, federal and State responders are being provided
 situation updates, but cannot fly to Deadhorse or deploy to Milne Point until storm conditions
 subside.
Duty Officer Heister is coordinating information with Hilcorp and the Alaska Department of
 Environmental Conservation. OSC Carr is participating in the briefings and is on stand-by for
 possible deployment to Fairbanks and/or the North Slope.
Update #1: The first virtual Unified Command meeting took place earlier this afternoon on 28
 February 2015. 24 hour operations with 12 hour shifts are being put in place for response
 management and cleanup operations. According to Hilcorp officials, the 10 inch pipeline that
 breached has been depressurized, plugged, and shut-in. Cleanup is underway with 25 Hillcorp
 and Alaska Clean Seas personal on-scene. Thus far, 93 barrels of an oil water mixture have
 been recovered. The current spill estimate is 175 barrels. The impacted area has been
 preliminarily delineated to about 1 acre of gravel pad and tundra. Actions are being taken
 now to ensure that the impacted pipeline and associated piping up and down the line does
 not freeze. Cleanup will be temporarily curtailed for safety reasons due to the blizzard
 conditions. OSC Carr and an EPA START contractor are on standby this evening, but are
 prepared to head up to the North Slope when flights become available. The next Unified
 Command update is expected to take place early tomorrow morning on 1 March 2015. The
 Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund has been opened for $15K. All federal trustee notifications have
 been completed at this time.
Media Interest: Low (anticipated to be moderate)
If anyone has questions about this incident, please contact me at any time.
Calvin
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________________________________________________
Calvin J. Terada, Manager
Emergency Response Unit
Emergency Management Program
Office of Environmental Cleanup
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – Region 10
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 (ECL-133)
Seattle, WA 98101
(O) (206) 553-4141
(F) (206) 553-0175
(C) (206) 790-7806
EPA Spill Line (206) 553-1263
National Response Center (800) 424-8802


